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Resolved, That the House of Representa-

tives—
(1) congratulates the United States Geo-

logical Survey on its 125th anniversary; and 
(2) expresses strong support for the United 

States Geological Survey as it serves the Na-
tion by providing timely, relevant, and ob-
jective scientific in formation which helps to 
describe and understand the Earth, minimize 
the loss of life and property from natural dis-
asters, manage water, biological, energy, and 
mineral resources, and enhance and protect 
the quality of life of all Americans.
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TRIBUTE TO MS. HEIDI HYNES 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month of 
March, which has been designated Women’s 
History Month, to pay tribute to Ms. Heidi 
Hynes, a remarkable woman who has dedi-
cated most of her life to the service of others. 

A native of Kansas City, MO, Heidi moved 
to the Bronx, New York, to attend Fordham 
University in the fall of 1986. After graduating 
with a B.A. in philosophy she became an as-
sociate of the Friars of the Atonement and 
subsequently volunteered for a year of service 
in Jamaica. In Jamaica, Heidi worked at a pre-
school, distributed food, tutored, provided as-
sistance at a local clinic and did other activi-
ties related to the Friars Parish. Upon the 
completion of a year of volunteer work with 
the Friars Parish, Heidi returned to New York 
and worked as a full time volunteer with the 
Catholic Worker on the lower East Side. In 
this role, she lived with former homeless men 
and women, ran a soup-line, assisted with the 
distribution of their newspaper and was active 
in peace and justice campaigns. 

In 1995, after marrying Bryan Hynes, a man 
she met while at the Catholic Worker, Heidi 
began working as a community organizer for 
the Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy 
Coalition. In that capacity she organized ten-
ants, homeowners, and park groups in the 
Fordham Bedford community. In the fall of 
1997, Heidi began working as the Executive 
Director of the Mary Mitchell Family and Youth 
Center in the Bronx. Through her work pro-
viding and developing youth and family pro-
grams she has learned a great deal about the 
Croton Community, non-profit management 
and youth development. 

Mr. Speaker, such selflessness must not go 
unnoticed. Since graduating from college, 
Heidi has dedicated herself to uplifting others. 
For that reason, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this remarkable woman.
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IN COMMEMORATION OF THE DAY 
OF REMEMBRANCE AND IN SUP-
PORT OF THE WARTIME PARITY 
AND JUSTICE ACT OF 2003

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to reflect on our past as we 

pave the way to a brighter future. The Japa-
nese-American community recognizes a Na-
tional Day of Remembrance each year to edu-
cate the public about the lessons learned from 
the internment camp experience during World 
War II to ensure that it never happens again. 
The Day of Remembrance commemorates 
February 19, 1942, the day on which Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive 
Order 9066, which eliminated the civil liberties 
of 120,000 people of Japanese descent and 
sent our country down a shameful path of 
race-based discrimination, veiled by the fog of 
war. I ask for my colleagues’ support for 
House Resolution 56 (H. Res. 56); and I com-
mend my friend from California, Congressman 
MIKE HONDA, for offering it and for his leader-
ship in championing awareness of the Japa-
nese-American internment. H. Res. 56 recog-
nizes the historical significance of February 19 
and expresses congressional support for the 
Japanese-American, German-American, and 
Italian-American communities in their goals to 
raise public awareness of Day of Remem-
brance events. 

The force of wartime hysteria darkened the 
light of justice and reasonable people sud-
denly embarked on an unreasonable course. 
Indeed, America was engaged in a monu-
mental struggle as our soldiers engaged the 
enemy in the European and Pacific Theatre. 
Here in the United States, many citizens had 
faces that looked like that of the enemy. With-
out any evidence, fear was mounting, and the 
patriotism of these Japanese Americans was 
questioned. Some worried that they were in-
tent on doing harm against the very flag they 
saluted. Decades later, history vindicated 
these loyal Americans as not even a single 
documented case of sabotage or espionage 
was committed by an American of Japanese 
ancestry during that time. 

What our Nation found through the disinfect-
ant of time, those who endured internment 
knew all along. Surrounded by armed guards 
behind a prison fence, mothers thought of 
their sons who fought for the freedom of the 
Nation that denied them of their own liberty.

Indeed today history shows that the Japa-
nese-American soldiers of the 442nd combat 
regiment fought honorably and bravely for 
ideals they knew our Nation had not yet af-
forded to their own families back home. Still, 
they were worth fighting for. And this regiment 
would become the most decorated group of 
soldiers in American history as they proved 
their devotion to our Nation fighting in both the 
European and Pacific theatres. It took more 
than 50 years, but finally in 2000, President 
Bill Clinton awarded 22 of these heroes with 
the Medal of Honor. 

In 1983, a Presidential Commission con-
cluded that the internment was the result of 
both racism and wartime hysteria. Five years 
later, then President Ronald Reagan signed 
the Civil Liberties Act into law that provided an 
official apology and redress to most of those 
confined in U.S. internment camps during 
World War II. This was the culmination of half 
a century of struggle to bring justice to those 
for whom it was denied. I am proud that our 
Nation did the right thing. But 16 years after 
the passage of the CLA, we still have unfin-
ished work to be done to rectify and close this 
regrettable chapter in our Nation’s history. 

I introduced bipartisan legislation, the War-
time Parity and Justice Act of 2003 (H.R. 779) 
to finish the remaining work of redress. While 

most Americans are aware of the internment 
of Japanese Americans, few know about our 
government’s activities in other countries re-
sulting from prejudice held against people of 
Japanese ancestry. Recorded thoroughly in 
government files, the U.S. Government in-
volved itself in the expulsion and internment of 
an estimated 2,000 people of Japanese de-
scent who lived in various Latin American 
countries. Uprooted from their homes and 
forced into the United States, these civilians 
were robbed of their freedom as they were 
kidnapped from nations not even directly in-
volved in World War II. These individuals are 
still waiting for equitable redress, and justice 
cries out for them to receive it. That is why I 
introduced H.R. 779, to finally turn the last 
page in this chapter of our Nation’s history, so 
that we not only remember that our country 
took away civil rights from innocent people 
from other countries, but that we now have 
recognized the wrong of our actions and have 
taken steps to provide equitable redress. 

This bill provides redress to every Japanese 
Latin American individual forcibly removed and 
interned in the United States. These people 
paid a tremendous price during one of our Na-
tion’s most trying times. Indeed, America ac-
complished much during that great struggle. 
As we celebrate our great achievements as a 
Nation let us also recognize our errors and 
join together as a Nation to correct those mis-
takes. My legislation is the right thing to do to 
affirm our commitment to democracy and the 
rule of law. 

In addition, the Wartime Parity and Justice 
Act of 2003 provides relief to Japanese-Ameri-
cans confined in this country but who never 
received redress under the Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988 given technicalities in the original law. 
Our laws must always establish justice. They 
should never deny it. That is why these provi-
sions ensure that every American who suf-
fered the same injustices will receive the same 
justice. Finally, my legislation will reauthorize 
the educational mandate in the 1988 act, 
which was never fulfilled. This will etch this 
chapter of our nation’s history into our national 
conscience for generations to come as a re-
minder never to repeat it again. 

Recently, in Los Angeles I was fortunate to 
join with about 300 individuals to commemo-
rate the Day of Remembrance in Los Angeles 
at the historic Japanese American National 
Museum. Included in the Los Angeles Day of 
Remembrance program was the screening of 
a film, ‘‘Stand Up for Justice,’’ which tells the 
story of Ralph Lazo, a Mexican-Irish American 
student at Belmont High School in downtown 
Los Angeles. Even in 1941, the school had an 
ethnically diverse population, and the film de-
picts Ralph’s anger at the pain suffered by his 
Japanese American friend, Jimmy Matsuoka. 
Jimmy and his family are forced to sell their 
belongings and ‘‘evacuate’’ to a remote con-
centration camp. At the age of 16 Ralph vol-
untarily accompanied his Japanese American 
friends to Manzanar Internment Camp, where 
he spent 21⁄2 years. Ralph remained a dear 
friend to the Japanese community and his loss 
was sorely felt in 1992 when friends mourned 
the death of their loyal friend. He had stood by 
Japanese Americans during the difficult times 
at Manzanar and throughout the campaign for 
redress, and he demonstrated that you don’t 
have to be Japanese American to stand up for 
what is right. 

At the forefront of this fight for justice, there 
are Members of Congress, the community and 
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individuals like Ralph Lazo, giving a voice to 
those who were wronged in the past. Let us 
all remember, that the fight for justice for Jap-
anese internees is one that is being fought by 
the entire community regardless of their eth-
nicity. We must all ‘‘Stand Up for Justice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let us renew our resolve to 
build a better future for our community as we 
dedicate ourselves to remembering how we 
compromised liberty in the past. Doing so will 
help us to guard it more closely in the future. 
As we commemorate the Day of Remem-
brance, we must pass H. Res. 56, in support 
of Japanese-American, German-American, 
and Italian American communities in their rec-
ognizing of this historical day. I also look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to pass 
the Wartime Parity and Justice Act of 2003.
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TRIBUTE TO THE GIRL SCOUTS OF 
RED RIVER VALLEY 

HON. MAX SANDLIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Girl Scout Council of Red River Val-
ley. 

With more than 3.8 million members, the 
Girl Scouts have served as one of the finest 
organizations dedicated solely to girls. For 
over 90 years, the Girl Scouts have instilled 
leadership skills and strong values, while help-
ing girls realize their true potential and self 
worth. 

The Girl Scout Council of Red River Valley 
comprises 13 counties in northeast Texas and 
southeast Oklahoma. These include Bryan, 
Choctaw, McCurtain, and Pushmataha Coun-
ties in Oklahoma and Camp, Delta, Fannin, 
Franklin, Hopkins, Lamar, Morris, Red River, 
and Titus Counties in Texas. 

Over 2,500 girls are able to participate in 
year-round activities offered by the Red River 
Valley Council. These activities foster skills in 
business, communication, the environment, 
the humanities, science, sports, and personal 
health. Programs offered during the school 
year include the Engineering for Girls Club 
which gives 4th through 8th graders the op-
portunity to participate in activities relating to 
science, math, technology, and engineering. 
During the summer, girls can learn traditional 
outdoor skills at Camp Gambill, a 54-acre fa-
cility located in Sumner, TX. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Girl Scout Council of 
Red River Valley continues to grow and ex-
pand, I want to commend the council for its 
tireless work expanding opportunities for our 
girls in east Texas.
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TRIBUTE TO MS. IRIS FERNANDEZ 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise during this month of 
March, which has been designated Women’s 
History Month, to pay tribute to Ms. Iris 
Fernandez, a phenomenal woman who has 
devoted her life to enhancing the lives of oth-
ers. 

Iris, a native of Puerto Rico moved to New 
York at the age of 18. While attending college 
in New York she began serving her commu-
nity as a youth advocate by helping children 
with their schoolwork. Later, as a parent, Iris 
continued advocating for children’s education 
as a school board member. She chaired the 
District 7 School Boards Facilities where she 
brought together the Parks Department, the 
Department of Education Facilities and CPB 
No. 1 to build speed bumps around the school 
where speeding cars were a concern. In addi-
tion she orchestrated the building of a fence 
around P.S. 49 which potentially saved the 
lives of many children as it once prevented a 
man with a gun from entering the school 
premises. 

Mr. Speaker, Iris has a long history of serv-
ice to her community. She is the President 
and Founder of the Community Enhancement 
Organization which serves to create new initia-
tives to help families move from welfare to 
work and serves to help community residents 
find decent apartments or become home own-
ers. If that is not enough, she also created the 
Youth Advisory Council to address the issues 
that the youth in her organization face on a 
daily basis. Ms. Fernandez has also dem-
onstrated that she is a capable business 
woman. In 1989 she became a financial officer 
for a home care agency named P.R.H.A.S., 
Inc. During her fourteen years of service she 
was instrumental in moving their revenue from 
$7 million to an impressive $14 million. The 
works of this young woman has not gone un-
noticed. In 2002, her community elected her to 
serve as Assembly Female District Leader for 
the 84th district. 

Mr. Speaker, for her willingness to go be-
yond the call of duty in service to her commu-
nity, I ask that my colleagues join me in hon-
oring this remarkable woman.
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HONORING HERBERT KURZ ON HIS 
84TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join the many 
family and friends who have gathered to ex-
tend my very best wishes to a man whose life-
time of accomplishments are a true reflection 
of what a business and community leader 
should be—Herbert Kurz—as he celebrates 
his 84th birthday. 

He has dedicated both his professional and 
personal life to the betterment of his commu-
nity and to the promotion of equality for all 
Americans. Herb once told me his faith was in 
human beings and he has spent a lifetime 
honoring that faith. His success, both as a 
businessman and activist, has been based on 
this mantra and through his good work he has 
made a real difference in the lives of many. 

Chairman and CEO of Presidential Life In-
surance Company of Nyack, New York, Herb 
has combined a shrewd business sense and 
responsible business conscience to make his 
business successful and achieve national re-
nown. Honored at the White House Con-
ference on Corporate Citizenship in 1996, 
Presidential Life has long been known for its 
commitment to hiring both women and minori-

ties. When he started his business forty years 
ago, Herb made it a practice to give the first 
chance at a position to a qualified minority 
person. In a time when women and minorities 
had difficulty in securing a place in the busi-
ness world, Herb opened the doors of oppor-
tunity to hundreds—a practice which he con-
tinues today. 

In addition to his role in building a business 
that is open-minded in its employment and 
conservative in its protection of its share-
holders investments, Herb’s true passion has 
been as a community leader and social activ-
ist. 

It is a passion that began in his teenage 
years when he helped organize a union of 
hotel and restaurant workers in the Catskills 
and was re-invigorated upon his return from 
his service in the United States Air Force dur-
ing World War II when a very personal experi-
ence changed his life. 

Herb’s uncle, Frederic Ewen, was a popular 
professor of English at Brooklyn College. Pro-
fessor Ewen’s commitment to the freedom of 
thought, as well as his political activism during 
the 1930s, led to his becoming a victim of the 
academic witch-hunts of the McCarthy Era. 
When he refused to cooperate with the House 
UnAmerican Activities Committee in 1952, 
Professor Ewen was forced to resign his posi-
tion and was subsequently blacklisted. It was 
his uncle’s tragic experience that led Herb to 
become one of our nation’s leading philan-
thropists in support of civil liberties. In fact, 
just four years ago, he established the Fred-
eric Ewen Academic Freedom Collection at 
New York University. The collection, the first 
of its kind in the United States, focuses on the 
rights of teachers and research workers to in-
vestigate their subjects of expertise without 
fear of reprimand or dismissal and the right to 
provide students and the entire academic 
community with knowledge and information 
pertaining to any controversial social, eco-
nomic, or political issue without interference or 
penalty. 

Herb has spent over half his life making a 
difference in the lives of others. Whether sup-
porting the arts, speaking out against bigotry, 
enhancing a community hospital for the entire 
community, or channeling his anger at govern-
ment corruption into electoral action, Herb’s 
compassion and leadership have left an indel-
ible mark on his community and our nation. 
For his endless contributions and uncompro-
mising spirit, I am proud to stand today to join 
his wife, Edythe; his children, Leonard and 
Ellen; his grandchildren Tommy and Sophie, 
family and friends to pay tribute to my dear 
friend, Herbert Kurz. Happy 84th birthday!
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HONORING THOMAS PFINGSTEN 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 9, 2004

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Thomas Pfingsten, Library Director at 
Portland State University. 

Mr. Pfingsten is retiring after 24 years of 
dedicated service to Portland State University 
and to Oregon. I join with his colleagues at 
PSU, those in the Oregon University System, 
and his friends in the City of Portland in recog-
nizing him for his leadership, his commitment 
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